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Introduction 

After attempting to use several existing SQL Select Viewers, it became obvious that I needed a rather complex 
or advanced module to support the various options I required.   The solution is SQLGridSelectedVie w .  The 
original version was released for DotNetNuke (DNN) V2.1 and the current version (V5.0) works with DNN V4.8 
or better.  

The module allows the user to execute a simple SQL select statement, or even the most complex of 
statements and still allows the addition of paging, column sorting, or  limit the number of records returned.  

 
Features of SQLGridSelectedView : 

 Designed for simple or complex selects 

 Supports Stored Procedures  

 Allows for selection based on Date from Date List 

 Allows for selection based on Text value (up to 5 different selections) 

 Allows for selection based on Populated Dropdown values 

 Allows for selection based on defined conditions 

 Optionally Sortable columns 

 3 Different Types of Paging  

 Export to Excel via CSV or Text file 

 User definable delimiter in export file  

 Optional Column Headers and Column Formatting  

 Group by phrase support for complex Selects 

 Parameter substitution for DotNetNuke® , Session, or Query String  Values 

 Connection String may be defined in Web.Config 

 Will work with an y database that support an OLEDB or ODBC interface 
 (MSSQL, Access, MySQL, Oracle, Firebird, é.) 

 Header, Footer and Direction Sections 

 Definable display classes - Module.css included with default classes  

 Calendar Select Option on Date Selection Filter 

 Filter Selection allows different Display and Selection and/or Multiple-Select values 

 Single "Go" Button with the ability to define the button label text  

 "Reset" Button option 

 Allow users to Create/Update/Delete selected records 

 Column Summarization 

 

This version of SQLGridSelectedView is built on ASP.NET V2.0. and works on DotNetNuke Version V4.8 or 
better.  



SQLGridSelectedView 5.7  Tressle Works.ca  

TressleWorks.ca 2 13 December 2009 

Getting Started ï Simple Grid Example 

The following section will introduce SQLGridSelectedView to new users, if you have used the Module before, 
please refer to the Reference Section 

Note:  The Simple Grid example uses the NorthWind Database provided with SQL 2000 and other databases.  
If the NorthWind database is not available, then use any similar table from other sample databases.  

Install Module on DNN Site  ï SQLGridSelectedView  is shipped as a private assembly (PA) that can be 
installed on a DNN site using the Upload New Module link under Host Menu Selection of Module Definitions.  

You will be promoted to supply the location of the Module.  The Module will typically have a name like 

SQLGridSelectedView_PA_v5_4 x.zip  (where x is a letter(s) indicating version)  

When uploaded, DNN will unzip and load the module into DNN based on the manifest file contained in the Zip    
file.  DNN will report the progress on the install.  If no errors (lines reported in RED), click on the Return link 
found a the end of the page.  This will return you to the Module Definitions page.  You will now be able to 
locate SQLGridSelectedView in the list. 

 

Add Module to Page  ï Create a new page and add SQLGridSelected View  as a new module ï Set the 
page title to Simple Grid Display ï and click Add.  The following will be displayed on the page. 

 

 

 

Click on the Edit SGSV Settings link to gain access to the Module Settings.  The initial Setting screen will be 
displayed as shown below: 
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This form expands the SQL Statement section by default;  the remaining sections are collapsed to reduce the 
form size.  To see all sections, Click on the ñExpand All Sectionsò command link. 

Define connection  to database  ï An explicit connection string can be used such as: 

Server=(local);Database=NorthWind;uid= uuuu;pwd=pppp ;  

The definition of the connection stri ng to the NorthW ind database can be defined in the Web.Config in the 
AppSettings. This is a feature of SQLGridSelectedView  to allow access to the database and ñhideò the 
connection details. The example uses the NorthWind AppSetting define Connection string ï ó@Northwindò 
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Once a connection string is defined, a SQL selection command is needed.  Enter ñSelect * from Customersò as 
the SQL Select Statement. 

 

 

Once the Select statement is entered, clicking on Update, will cause SQLGridSelectedView to process all the 
Selected options and generate the Data view. 

 

 

Since no options were selected, the generated report has some issues: 

 No real formatting has been applied  

 All the records are displayed.   

 Total number of records unknown 
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To correct the noted issues, letôs apply some default options: 

 No real formatting  - add default CSS style to display 

o Open CSS Classes Section (click on the +)  

o Select (check) the Use Default Module Classes 

 All the records are displayed ï add paging to limit the number of rows displayed per page  

o Open the Paging Section (click on the +) 

o Enable default paging by selecting (check) Enable  

 Total Number of Records unknown 

o Open the Processing Options (click on the +) 

o Select (Check) the Display Record Count 

 Click on Update to Save and process the options. 

 

The result is  

 

The report now is nicely formatted, paged ( [Next] [Last] ) and displays the total count of 91 records 
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To Add a Filter for Countries ï To select records based on Country add the filter selection as follows: 

 Open Filter Selections Section (click on the +) 

 Select (Check) the Enable box on the first filter selection 

 Enter ñCountryò (no-quotes) into the Parm Name field 

 Enter ñSelect Countryò into Promt field 

 Enter ñSelect distinct Country from Customers order by Countryò into Select field 

 Enter ñCountry = '[Parm:Country]' ò into Clause 

 Select (Check) the ñAllow Allò  -  this will allow all records to be selected. 

 Select (Check) the ñRequiredò ï this specifices that a selection must be made 

 

The Filter setting should look like this 

 

 

Click on Update command link at either the top or bottom of the module page to Save and process the 
settings. The result is 

 

Notice the addition of the Select Country Label and DropDown box.  Since ñAllow Allò and ñRequiredò options 
were checked, all records are reported. 
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By Clicking on the Dropdown, you can see that it has been populated by the results of the filter select ñSelect 
distinct Country from Customers order by Countryò. 

 

Selecting a country results in 
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Immediate Help 

 

You will notice that several of the field labels contain a question mark icon (  ).  This icon denotes that there 
is a helpful hint associated with the label.   

 

For example, the connection string label has the question mark icon as shown below: 

 

 

 

By clicking on the icon, a help box will be displayed containing useful information about the field ï in the case 
of the connection string, the following is displayed:  

 

 

To remove the help ï click on the icon again the help field will be removed.  (This does not  required a page 
refresh, so the action is immediate)  

A tool-tip containing the same information is al so provided ï so you can just hover over the icon and the tool -
tip will appear for several seconds.   

Note:  Not all fields contain help as the input is assumed to be obvious.  Also, where there exist multiple filters 
of the same type, only the first filter  will contain the help.  
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Options Reference 

Command Links 

On the SQLGridSelectView  Settings Page, there are two sets of Command Links. One located at the top of 
the form and other at the bottom.  Both sets of Command Links operate the same.  

 

The ñUpdateò Link will save the settings as defined, and will cause the display to be processed. 

The ñApplyò Link will save the settings as defined and return to the Settings form. 

The ñCancelò Link will return to the display form without saving the most recent changes. 

The ñExpand All Sectionsò appears only on the upper set of links. Clicking the link will  expand all the sections 
of the Settings form  and the link will then change to ñCollapse All Sectionsò.  Clicking the link will close the 
open sections and revert back to ñExpand All Sectionsò 

 

SQL Statement Selection 

 

The SQL Statement field allows the user to enter the Primary Select statement used to generate the resulting 
display. The select statement should take the form of  

Select <fields> From <tables> [ where  <where clause> [ Order By <sort fields> ]]  

The select statement can quite large.  If the statement is over 1500 characters the statement will be zipped. 
The actual maximum size depends on the level of compression ï assuming 70% compression then a 5000 
character command can be used ï ñof course your mileage may varyò  If you statement is much larger than 
5000 characters I would recommend using a stored procedure. 

Stored Procedures are supported. To use a stored procedure start the statement with "EXEC". For example: 

Exec MyStoredProcedure '[DATE:To]', '[DATE:From]' 
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To pass values to the stored procedure, just place the appropriate substitution string as you  would for the 
Select statement.  For example: 

 Exec myproc ó[Date:From]ô, ó[Date:To]ô, ó[PARM:CustomerID]ô 

Would translate to something like 

 Exec myproc ó2008- apr - 09ô, 2008 - apr - 10, óSCAR0001ô 

  

NOTE: Oracle users ï if the SQL statement starts with ñ{ Callò then 
SQLGridSelectedView  will process the command as a stored procedure. 

 

SQLGridSelectedView  will remove all SQL comments prior to processing your command so you can leave 
in-line comments (/* ... */) and end of line comments ( -- ... eol ) in the SQL Statement if you wish. 

In the event of a n error during the processing of SQL Statement, SQLGridSelectedView will only display the 
error message provided by SQL. 

 

Connection Strings 

The Connection String field of the SQL Statement Section should contain the appropriate connection string to 
connect to an alternate database. To reference tables in database used by DotNetNuke, leave the field empty.  

Any connection string should define the provider being used. A typical connection string has the format of : 

server=ssssss;uid=uuuuu;pwd=pppppp;database=dddddd; 

SQLGridSelectedView  supports native SQL Client connections, plus OLEDB or ODBC connections.  If a 
ñProvider=ò is supplied in the connection string, an OLEDB connection will be attempted.  If a ñDriver=ò is 
supplied then a ODBC connection will be attempted.  The default is of SQL Native connection will be used if 
neither ñProvider=ò or ñDriver=ò is supplied.  SQL Native connections will work in Medium Trust, where OLEDB 
and ODBC required FULL trust in a .Net V2.0 environment. 

The user can reference an AppSetting from the Web.Config file. For example, the Default DNN AppSetting for 
the database connection string is called SiteSqlServer. To reference this AppSetting, set the connection string 
to "@SiteSqlServer". A defined AppSetting can be used simply by placing an "@" character prior to the desired 
AppSetting. This feature is handy when exporting examples to other sites where the connection string may be 
different, but the AppSetting is the same.  

The following snippet from the Web.Config shows the NorthWind AppSetting along with the DotNetNuke 
defined SiteSqlServer Setting. 

 
<appSettings>  

     <add key="SiteSqlServer" value="Server=(local);Database= DotNetNuke;uid=???;pwd=???;" />  
     <add key="NorthWind" value="Server=(local);Database=NorthWind;uid=???;pwd=???;" />  
     é 

</appSettings>  
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Sample Connection Strings 

To access a Microsoft SQL Express database, use a connection string similar to the following:  

Provider=SQLNCLI; Server=. \ SQLEXPRESS; Database= YourDB ; uid=xxxx; pwd=yyyy;  

To access a Microsoft Access database use, a connection string similar to the follow ing: 

Provider=Microsoft.Jet.OLEDB.4.0;Data Source=D: \ yourdirectory \ accessdb.mdb;  
User id=;Password=;  

To access a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet use, a connection string similar to the following:  

Provider=Microsoft.Jet.OLEDB.4.0;Data Source=  D: \ yourdirectory \ Your Excel.xls;  
Extended Properties="Excel 8.0;HDR=No;IMEX=1"  

To access Oracle Express Edition 10g use, a connection string similar to the following:  

Provider= OraOLEDB.Oracle ;User Id = xxxx;Password=yyyy ;Data Source=YourDB;  
OLEDB.NET=True;PLSQLRset=True;  

 

Other Settings 

The two options " Display SQL Command" and ñDisplay SQL Command on Errorò when checked directs the 
module to display the resulting SQL Command based on all the user selected options. This is typically used to 
test the processing and to ensure the appropriate options are being processed as expected.  Also displayed 
along with the SQL Command are the Substitution Variables defined by user input.   
 
Additionally, the user can define a message to be used when an error is encounter by enabling "Display User 
Defined SQL Error Message".  The substitution variable [SQLError] can be used to insert the error into the 
User Defined message. 

The ñConnection Timeoutò field defines the amount of time before the SQL command will timeout.  This option 
is useful for long running commands.  The default is 30 seconds and is typically sufficient for most commands.  

 
The ñCheck for Injectionò option, when checked, will scan the user input on the display form for possible 
injection attacks. Certain keywords will be deleted from the commands if found such as SELECT, INSERT, 
DELETE, EXEC, ñðñ, ñXP_ò, or ñDECLAREò. Also any single quote will be changed to two single quotes.   
 
The ñBad Wordsò list can be change via the Language Localization menu.  See Appendix B ï Localization and 
Configuration for addition information on changing these words.  
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Processing Options 

 
 

The option "Select before First Display" when checked, delays the display of the output Grid until the user has 
a chance to select from the various options provided.  
 
The ñRemember Selectionsò option will reset the parameters to the last values used by the user.  This can be 
helpful when the selections are reused quite often and resetting the values would be time consuming.  
 
The ñCheck Request String for Default Valuesò options checks the Request string (Query Parameters) for 
default values. To use this option, a selection parameter name must appear on the Request as a Key.  For 
example, ñ?Parm%3A%ID=123ò will set the default value for [Parm:ID] to 123. (Note t he use of the %3A% 
to represent the colon) This feature will supercede any remembered values and will only set the default on the 
initial rendering of the page.  
 
New to Version 5.3 , the ñMaximum Data Entry Lengthò value defines the maximum number of characters 
allowed in any data entry field.  This limitation defaults to 80 that should be sufficient for most applications.  
Limiting the length of any data entry value reduces the possibility of an SQL Injection attempt by a malicious 
user. 
 
The user can select whether one or more "Go" buttons will be shown. The default is a single "Go" button . By 
checking the "Single Go Button" check box, a single "Go" button will be shown a fter the filter selections. The 
"Go" label text can be defined by entering the desired phase in the text box provided. The default is "Go".  The 
Go button location can be selected from the ñGo Button Locationò drop down.  The default of ñDefaultò will 
place the Go button at the end of a single selection or at the bottom of multiple selections .   














































































































































